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Special points of interest 

• Returning guests receive a 
discount for subsequent re-
treats with us (subject to availa-
bility). Book in the usual way 
and we’ll deduct 10% from your 
balance invoice. 

• Our programme through to July 
2026 has been published and is 
available online. 

• Next issue of this newsletter 
will be out at Christmas. 

From strength to strength 
 

2025 has been a successful year at A Place to Write, with an increased number 

of retreats scheduled due to increasing demand, and places filling quickly 

throughout the year. Several retreats were sold out months before their start. 

Aside from increased numbers, we have also seen many return guests—some 

returning in the same year. In 2026 we are running the first retreat organised 

for a whole group of returning retreaters—they first visited and met each oth-

er in March this year, and they’re returning as a group in March next year too. 

This is a wonderfully uplifting development—showing the strength of the 

bonds we help form between writers on retreat as much as between ourselves 

and individual creatives. 

This bond between writers is also evident in the WhatsApp community which 

we started in February. Writers@aplacetowrite continues to grow in size and, 

while the goalsetting group has some devoted followers, one of the most satis-

fying parts of the project is when someone asks a random question in one of 

the other groups and various writers—including some or many who have never 

met the questioner - jump in to offer advice and support and quality answers 

to the question. Its another highly rewarding part of running A Place to Write. 

One completely different rewarding part of living and working at our retreat 

centre, however, is the amazing world around us. This week Wendy and I set 

about clearing the water course that runs through the quarry and, as the be-

fore and after pictures show (see p. 3), our clearance work exposed a truly re-

markable Victorian watercourse with amazing stonework and an as yet undis-

covered source. Yet another delight of A Place to Write. 

Nic 
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New Dates Online 

All our retreat dates for the rest of 

2025 through to July 2026 are now 

online. In addition to our own 

programme we are currently talk-

ing to various third parties about 

providing individual retreats in 

2026 and beyond. These include 

@roamingwriter and a tutor who 

currently teaches writing to actors 

and potential script writers at the 

Rose Bruford College in London. If 

you know anyone who might be 

interested in offering a specialized 

retreat at A Place to Write, please 

do put them in touch.   

On the last night of our most recent untutored retreat we held our now celebrated 

candlelight reading for and by our guests. With eight writers in the room, plus my-

self, I did not expect anything out of the ordinary — candlelight readings always 

delight and the quality of the writing has always been excellent. But on this occa-

sion there seems to have been a particularly special kind of magic in the air...   

Every single one of the eight, most varied, readings was superb. Sensitive, intellec-

tual, emotional and, when intended, supremely funny. They were not only hugely 

enjoyable, they were also thought-provoking and often emotionally wrenching. 

One writer took me on a journey, in the space of less than ten minutes, from hor-

ror to fear to numbness; another made me feel desperation at the state of our civi-

lisation; yet another educated me on the ways in which ancient civilisations experi-

enced motherhood (yes, really!) and yet another made us all laugh aloud with a 

poem about riding pillion on the A12! 

This particular candlelit reading, more than any other, taught me how important it 

is that writers come together to meet, discuss, develop and then share something 

of their work. It was a privilege to hear this wide range of writing and it has left me 

more excited than ever for the candlelight readings that lie ahead. 

‘A very special experience. We felt looked after AND inspired.’  
- Amy K, February 2025   

For those of you who have en-

joyed exploring the local hills, 

mountains and valleys around A 

Place to Write, a new accessible 

footpath has been opened from 

Corwen to Cynwyd which not only 

connects the two villages but also 

provides a complete loop for any-

one ambitious enough to attempt 

the climb to the top of the Berwyn 

mountains behind us (via Liberty 

Hall) and the descent down the 

other side to Cynwyd. It’s a walk I 

completed with two colleagues 

from my old school (who visited us 

this summer), but without the 

benefit of the new footpath. If the 

new route is anything like the 

wonderful accessible path around 

Bala Lake it will be a tremendous 

asset for walkers and runners.   

But the cycle path is not the only 

new addition to Corwen this year: 

every autumn there is a celebra-

tion of Owain Glyndwr day on 

16th September. This year, on that 

day, a new painting was unveiled 

in the hotel which bears the Welsh 

Prince’s name. A similar mural was 

added above the porch to the  

hotel, visible from the street.  
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Developments in Corwen 

An extraordinary 
Candlelight Reading 

October 2nd 2025 
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John Maguire, Playwright 

John joined us this September for a 

tutored retreat, working on a novel 

(as a departure from his renowned 

theatre work). Just a week after the 

retreat finished, John successfully 

undertook his PhD Viva. 

 

One week before my 
PhD VIVA – the retreat 
gave me time to read, 
reflect and recharge.  
 
Instructive morning 
workshops, afternoon 
walks and a room with a 
view, convivial conver-
sations with fellow writ-
ers in a sumptuous set-
ting. Plus delicious food 
to keep you fuelled. 
 
I am ready to return in 
2026 – as I feel it helped 
me to focus my mind, 
write new material and 
relax. I passed my PhD 
interview, so have now 
gained my Doctorate. 
Result.   
 
While I was there, I enjoyed 
reading THE WAYFARER’S 
WEIRD: Weird Tales of Un-
canny Rambles – fitting for 
the rural location.  
 

 
 

 
 
Congratulations Dr Maguire. We 
look forward to seeing your work at 
Shakespeare North in the coming 
year—and hearing more about your 
amazing work in run down areas of 
Liverpool, giving a creative voice 
and future to young people. 

 

Before and After Wendy and I spent a day clearing the watercourse 

The photo on the right was taken by 

Dr John Maguire when on retreat 

with us (see column on right for 

details). As some of you know, I 

completed my own doctorate this 

year (hooray!) and, as a result, I will 

be graduating in December from the 

University of Birmingham. I am cur-

rently putting together a book pro-

posal to see if my research on 

Shakespeare and Candlelight can be 

turned into a monograph. Going by 

the feedback from guests on re-

treat—both writing retreats and 

Shakespeare retreats—there is cer-

tainly a broad interest in the topic 

and a wide-ranging application of its 

ideas (from reading Shakespeare 

and visualising it differently through 

to staging Shakespeare and better 

appreciating the textual possibili-

ties). 



Work started at  
A Place to Write 

Dear Reader,  

 

My journey didn’t bode well, with the tube 

strike, taxi cancellation, train cancellation 

and a sense of trepidation as to what and 

where I was actually doing. After a lengthy 

train journey things looked up, however, 

when I met John and Shirley my fellow re-

treaters at the station, shortly to be collected 

by our host Nic, who, also delayed, gave us a 

warm welcome as we climbed into his car. 

What was it about everything being delayed 

today?  

 

The scenery was beautiful as we passed the 

Berwyn Railway Aqueduct, lush fields and 

hedges, and rivers and villages until we 

turned up the drive to Bron y Graig and the 

photo on the website came to life. On arrival 

Wendy, Nic’s wife, showed me my WIlliam 

Morris wallpapered room on the first floor 

with a warm smile which gave me a sense of 

anchorage where I could unpack and settle in 

for the next four days. I hadn’t given it much 

thought as to who the others would be but I 

needn’t have worried as I found them 

chatting in the sitting room, namely John, El-

speth, Jane, David, Karen, Shirley, and Brid-

get along with Lily her dog followed by Lulu 

slipping in a little later. What I failed to no-

tice, to my peril however, were the books on 

the shelves and the stuffed giraffe in the cor-

ner .. as we were being introduced to the 

programme …I was soon to learn.  

 

There’s a little of the boarding school feel 

when the bell is rung for meals and the round 

table is laid with upturned water glasses and 

napkin folders ready to be opened. Wendy 

does a heroic job in providing all the meals 

which are plentiful, wholesome and much 

appreciated as I found myself sitting repeat-

edly in the same place .What’s that about?  

 

All was going swimmingly as we went about 

our various writing projects ( swimming came 

later) until the after dinner entertainment 

which means being quizzed about random 

facts or features belonging to the house.The 

correct answers slipped my mind obviously 

on several occasions so I thought maybe 

better to improvise as recollections clearly 

varied. Needless to say, my apparent lack of 

observation haunted me into the next quiz as 

my score scarcely improved, though good to 

see Karen making up for it as she took the 

lead the next time.  

 

No one can prepare for the workshops 

though certainly a slight feeling of anxiety 

crept in as we had to draw a fictional charac-

ter aware we may have to Show and Tell our 

fellow retreaters. I caught Shirley’s eye with 

my raised pencil as I shuffled uncomfortably 

in my chair. Nothing like solidarity but no-

where to hide. Describing places for another 

workshop was a good nudge in digging deep-

er as attempting to describe a two dimen-

sional scene didn’t quite cut it as was made 

clear by the genius examples of Dickens, 

Steinbeck and F Scott FItzgerald. They mirac-

ulously transformed places into characters 

bringing them to life with with memories, 

4 

 

A Writer’s Reflections on a week at A Place to Write 



‘Everything about this retreat was perfect - support with my writing, beautiful places to 
write, fantastic food, a great group of people - everything exceeded my expectations. 

Can’t recommend this retreat highly enough!’  
- Gemma, March 2025 (returning in March 2026) 

shadows and keepsakes; illustrating great 

examples of Show not Tell. However what 

did cut it for me were the wonderful walks to 

the top of Caer Drewyn and Pen y Pign not to 

mention the glorious swim with Lulu, as we 

slid into the freezing flowing river by Horse-

shoe Falls. These are among the memories I’ll 

take back home as I sit looking out onto a 

rain soaked garden in the company of an el-

derly lady scarecrow watching outside.  

Laura Lonsdale 

The Masquerade 
 

Welcome to the masquerade, 

A swirling whirling dance of grace, 

Where all that glitters is not gold, 

And masks conceal our truth. 

We hide behind our griefs and doubts, 

Building barricades of hate, 

Jumping on the bandwagon, 

Driven by power and exploitation. 

Shrouded by our flags, 

We foster division, 

And ostracise the other. 

We can camouflage our feelings, 

Conforming with the norms, 

Becoming what society  

Says we ought to be. 

We are swept away by smokescreens, 

Created by our back stories, 

But our choices for the future, 

Can challenge the masquerade. 

So, if you dare, 

Remove your mask, 

Let down your guard, 

And take off your armour. 

Be present. 

Be vulnerable. 

Venture to wear your heart upon your sleeve. 

5 

Be brave enough to let others see you,  

As you are seen. 

To know you, 

As you are known. 

Beyond the masquerade. 

Behind the mask of falsehood. 

Your authentic self can grow. 

From a tiny seed to a mighty oak, 

From a stream to an ocean, 

From a spark to a flame, 

Hope can swell. 

Through the tears of anxiety, 

Through the depths of despair, 

Through the strongholds of fear, 

Through the isolation of loneliness, 

Love can flourish. 

So, hear a different tune, 

And dance to a different beat, 

For only God, 

Can end the masquerade. 

 

Becky Lovatt 

Becky is a wonderful C. of E. vicar who was on retreat 

with us this summer. This poem was written for a 

poetry gig Becky recently attended. 



Our followers on Facebook and Instagram will have noticed a difference in 

our social media presence in 2025. Helped by Abbie from 

@visualisemarketing we have been running a more coherent set of posts and 

adverts to promote our retreats. One feature of these has been the videos of 

me talking about some aspect of our offer and the people for whom it is in-

tended. While feedback from guests and family and most friends has been 

kind, I have been able to rely on my old drama school friends to keep my feet 

firmly on the ground. Remembering that we spent a year together doing ac-

tor training and preparing for our acting careers… the following is just one 

brief exchange that took place earlier this summer: 

‘Nic, I just saw your video on social media. Have you thought of taking acting 

lessons?’ 

‘Will you have some other props in future films, or are you sticking to the up-

side down book of Shakespeare’s plays?’ 

‘Ian, when Nic meets you next week you can give him his acting notes for his 

social media posts. I particularly like your idea for re-casting.’ 

 

In other news, this autumn we are beginning a collaboration with Lancaster 

University Business School, with our whole marketing mix under the micro-

scope. The final details are currently being sorted, but we hope the result will 

be a valuable assessment of the strengths, weaknesses, threats and opportu-

nities associated with our products and services. 

Social Media and Marketing 

A Place to Write 

If you have any ideas for future 

content, or something you 

don’t mind sharing in this 

newsletter, please email it me 

at any time: news snippets, 

articles, stories, poems, tips, 

advice or even just a shout out 

to people from your past re-

treat who you would like to 

hear from.  

The next issue is due out at in 

January 2026 so submissions 

by the 10th December 2025 

would be very gratefully re-

ceived. Nothing is too long or 

short: even a brief hello and 

update on your latest activity is 

welcome. 

A Place to Write 

Bron Y Graig 

London Road 

Corwen 

Denbighshire 

LL210DR 
 

Phone: 07359 319055 

E-mail: info@aplacetowrite.co.uk 

 

 

STOP PRESS:  

Places still available on our Revising and Editing re-

treat in late October, and our Shakespeare Tragedies 

retreat in November. See our website for details. 

 

Images above and right taken by Kat Hudson 

(@kat.rat.art); taken on SilberSalz35 50D 35mm 

Film.  [Kat was on retreat with us in April] 
 


